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DOMINION  OF  CANADA. 


THE  EASTERN  TOWNSHIPS. 


The  Eaatem  Townships  comprise  that  portion  «f  /j-  f-;^^^ 
Ouebec  south  of  the  River  St.  I^wrence,  and  adjoining  the  trontier  of  the 
Un  ted  St^t-,  as  marked  on  the  map  attached  to  this  pa-phlo  •  A  glance 
at  this  map  will  show  the  relations  of  the  Townships  «  ^he  c  ties  o 
Montreal  and  Quebec,  and  to  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  the  g.eat  water 
communication  of  the  Dominion.  .  -a^  ^f  +>io 

.JL  hL»  of   Climate  and  Produc.ion.,  Soil,  '^^r^'^'^^'^'^ 
Markets,  and  general  .uitablity  lor  Immigrant.  Irom  tl.e  Umted  Kmgdom. 

I   CLIMWE  AND  PRODUCTIONS. 
A.  rewect.  mildnesi,  of  climate,  the  B«»lem  Township,  are  mors 
eavoXTtnated  than  an.  other  ^fX^rll^^^l 

rnirpr:r;hr„rt;r::::tifonr:ni::-'™,'  e„„diti„n  .v-e^n 

rumrn7.ufficient  heat  to  ripen  In.lian  Com  and  Tomatoes.    Crapes  ^y 
abimdaiice. 


In  winter,  the  climate  is  generally  colder  than  that  of  the  United  King- 
dom ;  but  the  cold  is  accompanied  by  a  drier  and  brighter  atmosphere  j 
which  causes  a  much  less  disagreable  feeling  of  cold  than  a  warmer  tem- 
perature accompanied  by  dampness ;  and  it  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  peopl© 
suffer  much  less  from  this  drier  cold  in  Canada,  than  they  do  in  England. 
During  the  winter,  too,  the  snow  which  falls  remains  on  the  ground  ;  and, 
packing  under  foot,  forms  a  smooth  road,  which  is  very  favourable  for  the 
operations  of  teaming  and  lumbering.  This  is  an  advantage  peculiar  to 
the  country,  as  even  in  the  nevve''  settled  localities,  before  there  has  been 
time  to  make  very  perfect  roads,  the  snow  road  offers  facilities  which  are 
not  exceeded,  and  in  truth  not  equalled,  by  the  best  macadamised  roads  of 
the  United  Kingdom. 

In  short,  both  in  summer  and  winter,  the  climate  of  the  Eastern 
Townships  is  very  pleasant  and  healthy  ;  and  settlers  from  the  United 
Kingdom  when  they  become  accustomed  to  it,  very  greatly  prefer  it  to  the 
more  humid  and  cloutly  conditions  which  they  have  left  behind. 

11.  SOIL  AND  FEATURES. 
The  soil  of  the  Eastern  Townships  is  very  fertile  and  susceptible  of  the 
highest  degree  of  cultivation.  The  features  of  the  country  are  rolling, 
having  the  appearance  when  viewed  from  an  elevation,  of  an  upheaval 
of  immense  waves  suddenly  stilled ;  and  these  slopes  and  valleys,  before 
they  were  cleared,  were  covered  with  a  luxuriant  growth  of  those  kinds 
of  forest  which,  in  America,  are  known  as  a  sign  of  naturally  drained 
soi^  and  great  fertility.  There  are  many  kinds  of  wood  found  in  the 
Eastern  Townships  forests.  Among  these  the  following  may  be  enumerat- 
ed : Maple,  hard  and  soft,  Birch,  Elm,  Ash,  Spruce,  Bass  Wood,  Butternut, 

Hickory,  Cedar,  &c.  It  is  also  to  be  noticed  that  contiguous  to  these  woods 
are  numerous  water  powers  which  may  be  utilized  in  manufactures.  The 
country  is  literally  intersected  with  streams  and  rivulets  :  the  waters 
of  which  are  clear  and  cold,  and  the  home  of  the  red  trout.  There 
are  also  numerous  lakes  of  very  gi'eat  natuial  beauty  ;  and  one  of  them, 
Lake  Memphremagog,  compares  with,  if  it  does  not  exceed,  lx)ch  Lomond, 
in  loveliness  of  scenery.  These  lakes,  as  well  as  streams,  are  rich  in  valuable 
fish.  In  a  word,  for  natural  beauty  of  landscape  the  Eastern  Townships 
may  compare  with  any  par.  of  the  world. 

III.    SE'rrLEMENT  ON  WILD  LANDS  AND  PUKCIIASING 

IMPROVED  FARMS. 

ITie  settler  in  the  Eastern  Townships  has  the  choice  between  taking  up 

wild  or  forest  lands  ;   or  if  he  has  means,  acquiring  an  improved  farm. 

No  better  idea  can  be  presented  of  the  kind  of  life  before  the  settler  on 

forest  lands,  than  is  contamed  in  three  illustrations  published  in  thia 
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pamphlet,  giving  three  phases  of  a  settler's  life.  No.  1,  correctly  represents 
the  "  shanty  in  the  bush  ;  "  that  is  the  first  log  house  the  settlor  makes 
upon  his  first  clearing.  No.  2,  represents  the  state  of  things  in  **  If)  years 
after ; "  and  No.  3,  is  a  representation  of  the  way  in  which  matters  would 
stand  at  the  end  of  "  30  years."  The  settler  in  the  forest  should  have 
means  to  live  over  one  year,  until  his  first  crop  comes  in.  He  must  be 
prepared  for  a  great  deal  of  hard  work.  But  in  the  words  of  the  Earl  of 
Dufferin,  late  Governor-General,  he  will  find  this  toil  sweetened  by  the 
reflection  that  he  owns  no  master,  and  that  he  is  constantly  improving  his 
own  estate.  There  are  hundreds  and  thousands  of  men  all  over  the 
country,  who  hi'jj;an  in  poverty  in  such  a  scene  as  is  represented  in  view.  No. 
1,  who  have  risen  to  independence,  and  educated  and  comfortably  settled 
their  families. 

Improved  farms  may  be  bought  in  many  parts  of  the  Townships  at 
very  moderate  prices  by  tenant  farmery  from  the  United  Kingdom  who 
have  a  little  capital,  and  it  is  this  class  specially  that  is  invited  to  settle  in 
the  Eastern  Town;<hips.  The  actual  purcliase  money  of  an  improved  farm 
is  about  t)ie  same  as  the  rent  of  a  good  farm  in  England.  The.  soil 
itself  of  the  Canadian  farm,  and  the  Canadian  climate  are  actually  superior 
to  those  found  in  England.  By  the  term  "  improved  farm"  is  meant  a  farm 
with  (I  house,  barn,  stables,  fences,  and  cultivation,  ready  at  once  to  enter 
upon. 

It  may  be  explained  here  that  the  reason  why  improved  farms  in 
Canada  can  be  obtained  on  such  moderate  terms,  is  owing  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  constant  tendency  along  the  whole  of  the  north  eastei-n  face  of 
the  American  continent,  on  the  part  of  a  class  of  settlors,  to  undertake 
pioneer  life,  or  to  commence  anew,  in  order  as  well  to  obtain  a  larger  field 
than  the  old  homestead,  for  the  sake  of  the  settlement  of  their  sons,  and 
for  the  love  of  adventure  and  of  the  life  with  which  they  started  for  its  own 
sake.  It  thus  happens  that  conditions  are  afforded  especially  favouiablo 
for  the  tenant  farmer  from  the  United  Kingdom,  with  a  little  capital,  to 
acquire  a  farm,  on  whicii  his  previous  habits  of  life  have  adapted  him  to 
work  •  while  the  older  settler  of  the  country  has  more  special  adaptation  for 
the  pioneer  life  than  the  newly  arrived  immigi-ant.  But  newly  arrived 
immigrants  of  intelligence  very  soon  become  acquainted  with  what  may  be 
called  the  specialties  of  the  country. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  published  pamphlet  of  the  Quebec  Government 
there  were  over  900,0(K)  acres  of  wild  or  forest  land  for  sale  in  the  Eastern 
Townships.  Some  of  these  have  since  been  disposed  of,  but  there  are  yet 
large  areas  available  ;  and  tiiere  are  also  lands  held  by  the  British  American 
Land  Company.  The  Go"  ?,  "ment  lands  are  sold  at  from  50  to  6(>  ocpts — 
from  2a.  4^d.  to  Ss.  stg per  i.cre,  on  condition  of  settlement 


6 

ably  Jorl^od    anVL 'T  ^"""'''.'^"'^  '"  «^"-  l"-'itio«  it  h,«,  b.-en  profit- 
v.:L-.on '.,1:^0  eopIV^iL^^^^^^  development.    There  are 

IV.    OOMMUmcATKlNS  AND  MAUKETS 

valual.Ie  tract  of  countrv  for  ««fn.        ;'"'"';"^«'  OP™^''    up   a   lai'se   and 

t^..'  ports  Of  St.  .,ohn  and  St.  Andrew^  in  NewZf  J  ^  3^:  j"^  ^^ 
shortest,  possible  line  between  Montreal  and  the  AtlanU  H;a,"ol  "  ^  f  ''; 
Lawrenoe    and    Lake    Ohamplain    liailw.v  :    the   Mo,  tre^  ZtP  ,' 

Boston  Railway;  and  the  Massawippi  Valley  Kailway      s  ve,  .1  '" 

other  portions  of  the  .Wnship.     ile  parts  of^eZ;;;;^^  ^T^^ 
..everal  railways  may  be  see.L  by  a  stndy  of  the  map  ^     "^'^ 

It  Will  further  b^  seen  that  these  connections  open  for  the  Town .h" 

I  I'.       i.ni.oHe  factories  are  very  numerous  in  tho  'Pr.,.,^  i  •  ,     . 

•iheese  turned  out    \Uc<^  fi.^  u  ,,       ■  """  ■  ™"« '"  *"«   'ownships,  and  tlie 
I  .1  '";"''^'  o"t.  like  the  butter,  is  remarkable  for  «ood  ouilitv      ff  • 

Don.inion  and  the  l^  it  d  K^    '''  "T   ^^'"S^^P^-^  "P  »>etween   the 

....  -;....outtt^r:i;;^i.^ ---;--  -- r - 

n.  oompton,  some  of  the  finest  stock  in  the  whole  wod^^  be  «! 
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Choice  animals  from  thi«  farm  have  exoiterl  admiration  and  brought  very 
Ingh  pnce«  even  m  England.     Br.e.iing  f^m  the  very  finest  animulH  that 

the  patlTrn^'''"'"'       "'      ^'^'""'^'   """"''   '"   ^'''"^'''^'    '°    '"*^*'    "»l""^«'l 
Kheep  do  well  in  the  TownshipH,  and  the  opc.ning  of  the  new  Export 

'irade  referred  to  will  p«,bably  increase  the  prolit.  from  keeping  them^an 

make  them  more  numerous  than  in  the  pant. 

'i^l'fre  are  some  manunu-tures  of  importance  in  the  Townships,  particu- 

htrly  of  Woollens;  and  there  are  numerous  local  factori<..  of  door  ,  ,s  J.oh 

carnages,  n-on  ware  and  agricultural  ia.plements,  intend.,!  for  tl  e  mo"' 

.Cd";; '  th  V         r '^-     ''  r'  '^  ■^^^^■""■^  "-"^--'^  ^ere  that  the 
voo,ls  ot   the   lownslnps  are  adapted    for  «ev,.,.al  manufactures,  .u<,h   as 

furmture  carnages,  Ac.  Orders  have  been  s...t  to  Townships' fo  light 
carnages  or  Australia,  from  the  favourable  impression  the  specimens  lent 
to  the  Sydney  Exhibition  prothiced.  i>'^tnntns  sent 

V.    GE:.'EIiAL  SUITABILITY  FOR  IMMKiRANTS  KHOAI  THE 
UNITED  KINGDOM. 

Tl.e  Eastern   Townships  were  originally   s.-ttle.l  by   United    Empire 
Ix^yahsts  who  left  the  present  United  St^ttes  at  the  time  of  ti.eir  sepa      io,! 
Irom  Englan<^  and  who  ma<Ie  thereby  enormous  sacrifices  to  pZ^tZ 
allegiance.     From  that  root  the  spirit  of  loyalty  to  the  crown  las  con  mue 
to  gi.w  and  spread.     That  original  stock  has  been  replenished  and  ad  le 

the  B^rT'lT       """  ''^"  "''''■  "'  '''"  ^'"'^^"'  ^^'"^^<^-"'  '-J  People  from 
the  Bntish  Islands  coming  to  settle  here  will  find   tlH-mselves  It  hone 

among  men   speaking   their  own  language   and  in   .sympathy  with    th    r 

the  Town'T        ^"'r  '""     ''"''^  '"'^^  "^'"^^  French  Camulian  set  ,er    i 
the   lownsh.ps  who  live  in  the  most  perfect  harmony  with  their  I  .ethre 
who  «peak  the  English  tongue  ;  but  this  o.ay  be  .said'*o  be  p    t icularly    n 
English  portion  of  the  Province  of  Quebec.  "'any  an 

All  religious  denominations  have  Churches  in  tlie  Townships  and  the 

TthX':.  -'''^'^'''>  -   ^^^   -   ^^^«   ^—   syn.pathies\.nd 

As  respects  e.lucation,  every  man  who  comes  will  find  ample  and  verv 

«ideraSr^'.  ''  '^"  ^''^"''*  '"""  '"  ""  Townships  and  is  a  place  of  con- 
«Klerabk  importance,  containing  many  handsome  buildings  and  resi.Iences 
Flounshmg  and  well  to  do  villages  may  be  foun.    throughout  every  par  of 
tnis  portion  of  the  Province  of  Quebec.  ^  ^ 

On  the  shores  of  Lake  Memphremagog  and     So  in  other  parts  of  the 


H 
TowT.,hi,m  may  ho  foun.l  handsomo  roHidonoo«  h,.ilt  in  sitt,atinn«  of  unox 
a,„plc..l  natuml  l..^uty,  i„  a  hri«l,t  an-i  nunny  atn.ospl.oro,  a„,|  this  in  a 
l>art,.-.ular  u,  winol,  tho  Eastorn  TownshipM  may  be  with  a.lvantag.  p.-oHcnt- 
0.1  to  mon  who  havo  a.-iuir-Hl  moans  hy  commorro  in  tl,o  Mother  Country 
(.<Maparat.v..ly  Hmall  m.-ans  will  onahle  a  man  to  ol.tain  an  ontato  in  tlio 
h^^U.,..  Imvnslnps,  in  whioh  ho  may  tin.l  eon.lition.  of  oomlort  an.l  nat.nal 
..•■tuty,  wh,„h  evon  a  larRo  fortune  would  be  imable  to  secure  in  En.rjand 
hern  ,s,  moroovor,  the  fart  that  «n.,iety  in  more  free  an.l  open  tlmn  in' 
-..«  an,  ,  the   hard  and  fast   lines  whieh  mark    the  social    boun.Iari...   in 
Knf?|and  not  ex.stinff   in  Cana.la,  an.l  it  therefore  happens  that  the  eon.li- 
tions  are  more  favourahio  in  which  men  who  have  acquired  wealth  may 
setth..     In  short,  tins  portion  of  the  country  affonls,  in  an  eminent  .le«roe. 
thone  advantages  which  tcid  to  make  life  .leli^htful.     A  sununer  n.ic^ht  he 
prohtahly  spent  by  the  c!a.ss  of  people  in  England  who  travel,  in  n.akin<^  a 
ton,,  o    and   a  sojourn  in    these  Townships.     The   result,  in    mur.y   cases, 
would  l)(i  t    lead  to  s(>ttlement. 

VI.    HOW  TO  OET  TirERE. 

Tf.e  intending  Emigrant  from  Great  Britain  should  consult  with  an 
agent  of  one  of  the  Steam  Lines  plying  to  Quebec,  and  make  with  him  a. 
arrar,gen.ent  for  the  passage.  Those  who  desire  t.  conu,  on  the  cheapest 
poss.ble^  terms  by  the  steerage,  can  obtain  Passenger  Wa.rants  at  the  raU 
of  £4.1.>  stg.  per  a.lult,  the  or.linaiy  steerage  fare  being  £(>M.  The  holder 
of  tb.s  Warrant  will  be  in  every  r.>,pcx.t  placed  in  as  favourable  a  position 
as  other  onhnary  steerage  passengers.  The  prices  of  cabin  passengers  are 
of  course  higher.  But  all  information  on  tlm  hemi  will  be  best  obtaine<l 
from  tlie  agent  of  the  st.vunship. 

On  arriving  at  Quebec  the  intending  settler  should  take  a<lvice  and 
n.  orirmtion  from  the  tJovernn.ent  Agent  whom  he  will  find  as  soon  ^s  ho 
ge(«  ott  the  steamsliii.  at  Point  I^^vis. 

From  that  point  ho  may  obtain  railway  conmumication  to  every  part 
o  the  Eastern  Townships,  the  railway  fares  being  cheaper  than  those 
which  prevail  in  England. 

A  list  of  the  several  Immigration  Agents  of  the  Government  of  Cana.la 
m  apr.enued  t^  thus  pamphlet,  and  the  newly  arrived  immigrant_in  what- 
ever  par  of  (,anada  he  may  be_should  always  consult  them.  The  infor- 
mation they  give  may  always  be  accepted  with  confidence 
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